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Mag are the afflitions of the righitous'; but the Lon D 
_ detivereth, bim out ef them all. Bn 


JO one, PO was ever ett acquaint- 
ed with the afflictions and deliverances 
1 Y-oof the righteous, than the royal Pſalmiſt, 
vhoſe words we have now read, as the ſubject — 5 
our contemplation on this mournful occaſion. He 
might well fay, Thou haſt lifted me up, and caſt me 
down : I was brought low, and thou haſt helped me.. 
He was cauſed to ſing of judgment and mercy. 
His life was made up of dangers and deliverances; 
troubles and reliefs; till at length he was made 
to triumph over all, and poſſeſs the pleaſures which | 
flow at God's right Band for evermore.. | 
We learn from the title, that this pfalm was 
_ penned when David was an exile. He had, 
through the perſecutions of Saul, fled from his 15 
friends, the place of his nativity, and, which _ 
were dearer to him than both; the ordinances of - 
God. He went into the land of the Philiftines; - 
and was brought before the King of Gatb, whoſe 
proper name was Achiſb, and his title, as a Prince; 
Abimelech. Here David, for fear of being treated _ 
as a ſpy, feigned himſelf mad, that he might be * 
diſmiſſed without farther INS as s Unwor: ö Ros 
thy of notice. . > 6K 
This em . And yet we mould it 
find it difficult to juſtify David, in this part of 
. ane It 5 "Ke. Abrabam' s denying | 
| e e his e 
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„„ 
Howe ver, the Ages  fonger of Val, pr re- 
tired, had his thoughts divinely compoſed, and 
| happily employed. This pſalm, which like ſome 
others, is alphabetical, has not only much inge- 
nuity in it, but the true ſpirit of piety and dev o- 
tion. The Pfalmiſt begins by exciting himſelf 

: and others to praiſe God for the inſtances of his 
- mercy and kindneſs, which they had experienced. 
It is obſervable that in the ſtrait into which he 
had been brought, he had, as at other times, 
made the divine throne his refuge. And in fo 
doing he had found comfort and relief. O mag- - 
= nich the Lord with me, and let us exalt bis name toge- 
b) ber. IT ſought the Lord and he heard me, and deli- 
pviered me from all my fears. He owns his meanneſs 
aland poverty, and wonders. that the Moſt High 
' ſhould look favourably upon him. This poor man 
Fried, and the Lord heard him, and delivered bim ; 
from all his fears. He makes grateful mention 

of the miniſtry of angels, exhorts the ſaints to a 

| ſteady adherence to God, and affures them, that 
xF their needs ſhall be ſupplied. He turns himſelf 
E co young people, and gives them the beſt advice. 
EL. Come, ye children, -and-hearken unto me, and I will 
1+ teach you the fear of the Lord. His hands were full 
i ol buſineſs, and his heart of cares; yet a tender 
cCboncern for the riſing generation made him wil 
ling to undertake the inſtruction of youth. He 
inforces his admonitions, by pointing out the 
deſtruction of the wicked, and God's care of the 
righteous. His face is againſt them that do evil, io 
cut them off; but the Tighteous ' cry, and the Lord : 

| beareth them. Heis m go unto them, and his eyes are 
N them. for good. He owns, as in our text, 


| over] : 


Wo 


his wife,” to have been owing to a weakneſs | in his = 


the Aﬀition 8 22 1 


chat the righteous man hath many afitions ; ut the TE 


2 . delivereth him out of them all. = 
The perſon ſpoken of in theſe words, is a righ- 
| en man. That which is affirmed of him is, that 


he hath mam affiiftions. Yet how many ſoever - 


they be, he is delivered out of them all,” 1 the 
e of his deliverance | Is the Lord. 


ER We wall conſider Shuts! is effencial o e 
cuba of a righteous man. 155 
II. IIluſtrate the obſervation, that fuch': a one | 
 Hath many afflictions. h 
III. Conſider how it comes to pals chat ke hath 
tv many afflictions, and from whence they ariſe. 


IV. Take ſome notice of the certainty of his 5 


deliverance... Many are the affiffions, Ec. 5 : | . 
. We ſhall ans thro” dire its. what | 


6 is eſſential to the character of a righteous man. 


This ſeems highly neceffary ; "ſince the pro- 
miſed deliverance belongs only to the righteous. + 
It will go ill with the wicked, at death, judg- 
ment, and to all eternity. If we miſtake our cha- 
racter, and think we are ſomething, whilſt in 
reality we are nothing, we deceive ourſelves ; and 
- the conſequences of that deception will be awful 
indeed. The following hints, I ho „ will di- 
rett us in forming a judgment of our 1 ate. 
1. The righteous are partakers of God's 5 
tion. Pfal. XXXvil. 39. The ſalvation of the righ- 
_ teous is of the Lord. It may be juſtly aſked, ¶ hat 
is man that be ſhould be clean? or he that is born of a 


woman,” that he ſhould be ri ighteous ; ; ſince we are po- 


ſitively affured, That there is none righteous, no not 


one? The anſwer is at hand. It is God's fal- © 


15 vation that makes him ſo. Our natural eſtate is 
1 : . 2 | . 5 | A Rate 


8 2 be 22 5 the 2 
A: ſtate of bondage, pollution. and guilt. Rue " 


_  faving grace recovers.us therefrom. Salvation 


is of the Lord, in its contrivance, e. 
application and completion. 5 
Tähat part of ſalvation which we * have, now. in 

| our view, is the renewal of the ſoul by regene- 5 
rating grace. For if any man be in Chrift, i. e. 
be a "righteous man, he is @ new creature. Old 
: things are paſt. away; behold, all things are Become 
new. The underſtanding, the will and the con- 
ſcience are renewed... There are new deſires, a 
fears, ſorrows, hopes and joys; there are new ' 


T4 purpoſes, intentions and aims; there are new en- 


| tertainments, new friends, new enemies, new at- 
tendants, new employments, a new way, and a 
new end. He that / fat upon the throne Jai, Behold 1 


nate all things new, Rev. xxi. 


Of this divine change the apoſtle. ſpeaks 5 SR : 
he 9 ays, Ye are his workmanſhip, created in Chri& 

Jaeſus unto good works, which God hath before ordained, 
that ye ſhould walk in them: And when he aſſures 


us, that it is 20 by works of righteauſue 2 which We 
have done, but according to his mercy e ſaved 8 


the waſhing of regeneration: and renewing ” 


the Holy Ghof. By his gracious operations, the 
mind is formed after the Image of God. The di- 
vine law is written on the heart. The ſinner la- 


- ments his paſt follies, He is aſhamed of all his 


former iniquities, and deſirous for ever to have 
done with in, and to live ta bim that died for bim, 

and roſe again. | 15 
This gracious change is necelſary to conſtitute . 
us righteous. There may be a reformation in 
our outward actions, there may be the form of 
lineſs ; but the power of it cannot exiſt 1 in the oul, 
without e grace. + 


Salvation 5 
N #45 414 


, . ⁵⁰—! OA OO AE — 
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. 


{ 


2 T he. 1 adhere. to God as We pe 5 5 


of the fall. It is a laying a new 
put on the: new nan, which, after God, is created in 
righteouſneſs and true holineſs. _ Chriſt i is formed in 


. 2 o the Rights, 955 7 . 


e by Chriſt ĩs not a ee the ruins 
oundation. We 


. the foul. The beauty of. the Lord our God is upon us; 
| himſelf being the glorious pattern according to 


- Which the draught is taken. This is eſſential e 


the character of the righteous. He is poſſeſſed 
of that bolingſs, without we uo man . ee: the _ 
Tord. 


refuge and reſt. Prov. xvii. 10. The name of 


the Lord is a ſtrong tower, the righteous. runneth into . 
it, and is / Jafe. The name of the Lord, is all that '- 
by which he is known. His infinite wiſdom, his. 

almighty power, his everlaſting mercy, and his 
ſtedfaſt truth and veracity. Here the righteous 


run for relief and ſafety. Their defence is of Cod, 


who faveth the upright in heart. The name of che 
Lord i is their city of refuge from the avenger of 
blood, the ſtings of conſcience, the curſes of the 
law, and the wrath and vengeance due to them 
for. ſin. Deeply ſenſible of their. danger, they 
run here for protection. Starving with hunger, 
like the prodigal, they run here for ſupply. Sunk 
in miſery and | wretchedneſs, they look here for 
ſalvation. Diſappointed of reſt in creatures, they 
ſeek it only in God, where alone it is to be found. 
They hear the Saviour's tender invitation, and, 
through grace, obey his heavenly call, Come unto 
me, all ye. that Has and are au; laden, ang. T7 
roi give you re eſt. : 
3. The ri ee are 0 ſo by the N 


and ſufferings of the ſon of God. Perhaps a more ul 


important queſtion can ſcarcely be propoſed than 


that! in Job. ix. 2. How ſhall man be * with God? 


„ 


VVV ad 


8 - the 222 of the Rightems. I” 
| No acts of obedience performed by us can confi : 2 


| tute us righteous, For by tbe deeds of the law can 
10 fleſh be juStified in the fight of God. The reaſon 


is plain. Our obedience is every way, and in 


every point defective, and comes ſhort of the glory 
of God. Who can ſay, I have made my own heart 
clean; Tam pure from my fin? Were our obedience 
anſwerable to the requiſitions of the law, that 
Haw would exhibit no charge -againſt us ; we ſhould | 
.be juſtified by it. But fince we have violated i its 
precepts in ten thouſand inſtances, we mult ne- 
_ ceffarily be condemned by it. For whatſoever the = 
law faith, it faith to then who are under the law, 
hat every miouth may be fopped, and all the world 
may become guilty Before Cod. Gu ilty we all are; 


and as ſuch condemned. The curſe of a broken 5 


law falls upon us, Gal. iii. 10: For the law can 
never pronounce us righteous when \ we are not ſo. | 
f .T hat implies a contradiction . . 
By what expedient, then, can we be ia | 
_ righteous? I anſwer; ze righteouſneſs of God is re- 
_ vealed in the goſpel from faith to' faith. It was 
 wrovght out by our Lord Jefus Chriſt, in his life 
and death ; and that not only on our account, but 
in our room and ſtead. He was made under the 
lat, that he might redeem thoſe that were under it. 
He was obedient unto death for our ſakes. He gave 
his life a ranſom for us. © He was wounded for our 
tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for bur iniquities. He gave 
 bimſelf for us, that he might redeem us from all ini- 
Juity, and purify unto himſelf a peculiar people. 
It was thus that a precious Redeemer brought. in 
. everlafting righteouſneſs. Tt was thus that be nag- 
Tfied the law, and made it honourable; and the Fa- 
ther declared himſelf well pleaſed. His righteouſ- 
neſs is emphatically ſtyled, the righteouſneſs of O's 2 
Cs FFW go 33 et "6 
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and is aid to be unto all, and upon all them that be- 
eve. Rom. ili. 22. It is made over to us as 
our portion, it is put upon us as our cloathing. 
Thus, by an exchange which will excite wonder 
in heaven thro' eternal ages, Chriſt was made ſin 
for us, who knew no ſin, and we are made the ig. 
teouſugſs of God in bim. The name by which he is 
called, is, the Lord our : righteouſneſs. * And all 
' who believe in him are juſtified- from all things, From 
ꝛobich we could not be jutified by the law of Moſes.— 
T he compleat work of our atoning Saviour, be- 
ing every way anſwerable to all that the righteous 
law could demand, and we being thus intereſted 
in it, there is, there can be ub condemnation to us. 
Who can forbear to admire the wiſdom, the juſ- 
tice and mercy vf God, diſplayed in the contriv- 
ance of this amazing expedient | It is honourable 
to God in every view; and it is no leſs ſafe for 
man. I bo then ſhall lay any-thing to the charge of © 
. ele? I. is God thai Jubiifieth, who is be That = 
 condemneth ? It is Chriſt that died. 
This is the leading truth of the bleſſed poſpet; 
A truth of the greateſt moment for our ſafety and 
comfort; and as ſuch, a truth revealed in the 
divine records, with the greateſt clearneſs and 
preciſion. What can be plainer than the apoſtleis 
account of this matter, Rom. v. 18, 19. There- 
fore as by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
men to condemnation, even ſo, by the righteouſneſs of 
one, the free gift came upon all men 10 jutification of | 
life. For as by one man's. diſobedience, many were 
made ſinners, ſo by the obedience of one ſhall mam be 
made righteous. The way in which ſinners are 
made righteous before God, and as ſuch, finally 
ſaved, is here plainly laid open. A perfect righ- - 
teouſneſs1 is ae Ae at Chriſt's RIDGE: for and 
ö | : 


8 
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and that, not barely becauſe i it is perfect, — 5 
able in every reſpect to what the divine law de- 
Wands; but alſo, becauſe it was by the appoint- 
ment of God, wrought out for them. I will 
13 rejoice in the Lord, may the believer in Je- 
tus ſay, my ſoul ſhall be joyful in my God; for he hath 
clothed me with the garments of ſalvation, be hath co- 
vered me with the robe of righteouſneſs, as a bride- 
room decketh himſelf with ornaments, and as @ bride 
' adorneth herſelf with jewels. Iſai. Ixi. 10. 
» a4. Fe ee man is in God's Way, and | 
| holds on therein. Job xvii. 9. The righteous alſo 
Hall hold on his way, and he that hath clean hands 
Hull be ftronger and ſtronger... The religion of Jeſus, . 
in its own nature, requires that we ſhould „ | 
nounce every vice, and practiſe every virtue; 
that we ſhould: aim at univerſal purity, be mak- 
ing continual progreſs, and-being found in God's 
way, ſhould perſevere therein ; and then only 
ſtop in our courſe, when we arrive at the happy 
regions of perfect purity. The r Hghreons man 
e lives in the practife of continual ſelf . denial By 
the power of divine grace, he governs his paſſi- 
ons, he mortifies the fleſh, with its affeftions and luſts, 
and lives devoted to God. He hungers and thirfts 
after righteouſneſs; and is often praying, O that my 
days were directed to keep thy ſtatutes! Reverence, 
love, humility and hope animate his devotions 
towards God; and uprightneſs, fidelity, charity 
and benevolence e his conduct towards 
men. He walketh in uprightneſs ; be worketh rigb- 
b teouſneſs. It is thus the Holy Spirit deſcribeth a 
righteous man. Little children, let no man deceive 
you © he that doeth righteouſneſs is righteous ; i. e. He 
Proves himſelf t to be. a e W 4 renewed 8 


by 


— “U:: —— 2 —— — — . — 
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py diyine grace, and clothed im the righteouſneſs | 
Which is unto, and upon all that believe. _ 
1 Sincerity 1 is the grand characteriſtic of a righ- 
. teous man. O Lord, thou haſt proved my. heart, 
thou haft viſited me in the night; thou baſt tried me, 
and ſhalt find nothing : I am purpoſed that my mouth 
Hall not tranſgreſs. Concerning the works of men, * 
be word of thy lips, 1 have kept me from the paths of 
the deftroyer. Hold up my goings in thy paths, that my 
- footReps flip not. He is conſcious of continual im- 
perfection. "This. is his. grief and. burden, and 
makes him often cry, 77 * can undergtand bis er- 
rors ? Cleanſe thou me from ſecret faule. 
The righteous is a man of an excellent foirit.. 


= x He is more excellent than his neighbour, both in prin- 


ciple and ractice.— He is a partaker of God's 


fſalvation, he adheres to God as his only ee 


and reſt; he is made righteous by the obedience 
and ſufferings of the ſon of God; and he is in 


God's way, and perſeveres therein. 


I fear what we have been ſaying, cuts off om 


_ the liſtof the righteous, a great number of thoſe _ 
who compoſe this audience. My- brethren, lern 


us not deceive. ourſelves. They who are not made 
faints in the eſtate of grace, ſhall never be ſaints 
in glory. As the ſtones were wroughtand prepared 
in the mountains, for building the temple of e- 
ruſalem ; ſo thoſe who are deſigned for the glori- 


1. temple above, are hewn, Poliſhed and pre- 


pared for it here. Holineſs is no leſs neceſſa 
to ſalvation, than if it were the procuring cau f 
of it. For without it no man can be finally ſaved. 


8 And yet ſalvation is wholly by acer 


We proceed, 


H. 8 illuſtrate the obſervation. in the text, . 


chat the 9 Kane mary Ts 25 


I would e 


\ 


—_— 5 The Sen, of the Rightons, | 5 
1 would: only ſuggeſt the following hints, in 
order to throw ſome light upon the ſubject, that 
ue may diſcern the propriety of what is here 
6k5dſÄ55,, Phat the righteous have SIR alflictions, 
appears from what is aſferted in other parts of the 
'davine word. Jeſus Chriſt and his diſciples have 
told us, that in the world we muſt have tribulation, © 
and that they «obo chill live godly, muſt ſuffer perſe- 
_-eution. They aſſure us, that it is through much tri- 
Lulation we muſt enter the kingdom. Our entrance 
into it is ſecured, by the purpoſe of God, the death - 
of. Chriſt, the operations of the Spirit, and the 
5 promiſes of grace. And it is no leſs certain that 
much tribulation ſhall attend us by the way. 
The heirs of the kingdom are in this world, a 
Poor and an afflifted people. Such is the will of our 
\ keavenly Father. We muſt fight before we are 
maade conquerors; we muſt ſuffer before we 
trreign. Thoſe who are now before the e 
N | throne; and have waſhed their robes, and made them 
_  , bite in the blood of the Lamb, ts come out of great 
| #ribulation. Rev. vii. 
2. That the nghteous hows: many dens 
appears from the: complaints they frequently 
make. The greateſt models of piety, whom the 
=. HFoly Spirit hath propoſed to excite the emulation 
i of the faithful in all ages, have complained of 
il heavy afflictions. We that are in this tabernacle do 
groan, being burdened, ſays. the apoſtle Paul. Diſ- 
treſſing troubles lie heavy upon us, and eſpeci- ; 
ally the body of ſin and death is a grievous bur- 
5 den; as it is offenſive to God, hinders us in his 
ſervice, and interrupts our communion with him. 
Under this load we groan, with ſtrong deſires to 
be fet at N 2 Cor. v. 4. 5 + 
| ; | 55 8 : 
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| The Plalmiſt complains that his life was ſpon © 


5 1 grief, and bis years with fighing. Pl. xxxi. 10. 


His troubles had made very deep impreſſions on a 


his mind. He was continually lichung. And 

ſo great was his grief, that his very foul was 
conſumed, and his life exhauſted with it. De- . 
jection of ſpirit is in itſelf a very great affliction. © 


Some have pronounced it the moit painful of all -_ 


trials. It adds inexpreſſible weight to every other 5 


burden, and makes a man obſtinate in grief, and 


unwilling to be comforted. 'The ppirit of .@ man 


will ſuftain bis infirmity, but a wounded: e 2 I : 


can bear "4 
How pathetic are the eig of the 
2 Feremiab'! I am the man that bath ſeen 2 . 
tion by the rod of bis wrath. He hath led me, an 
| brought me into darkneſs, but not into light. ' Surely * 
against me is he turned; he turneth his hand. a 
mme all the day, Sc. 1 iii. I, 2, 3. Hemmann 
declares, this his ſoul was full of troubles, and bis 
iſe drew nigh to the grave. Thou baſt laid me, As 
he, in the loweſt pit, in darkneſs, in the dees; wy 
_ wrath lieth hard 1 me, and thou hat acta me 
with all thy waves. I am affiitied and ready to die, 
From my youth up: while I ſuffer thy terrors Tan df. 
wrafted. Pal. IXxxviii. 3. &. | 
Should a child, under the e of an 
_ earthly parent, diſcover no ſenſibility, we ſhould 
account him ſtubborn rather than ſubmiſſive. 8 
| likewiſe, not to be affected under the. blows of 
God's hand, is to deſiſe his chaſtening. Although 


wie may not complain of God, we are allowed to 


complain # him: Pour out your: heart before him, 
Je people; God is a refuge for us. Thus the W 


have done in all ages. And their complaints in- 


| Ply the — of their afllictions. ee 
| | 8 That | 


14 No The Afton i the = Righrent. 99 0 


5 That the righteous have many afflictions 
appears from the many exhortations given them 


to patience and fortitude. Patience is only ne- 


ceſſary in a ſtate of trial. We have therefore need 


| of patience, becauſe our way to the land of reſt _ 
is thro' much tribulation. And tribulation worketh 


atience. The divine Redeemer ſaw it neceſſary 


to exhort his diſciples to poſſeſs their ſauls in pati. 
ence. We are to follow after patience, and tread 


in the ſteps of thoſe who fhrougb faith aud patience 
inherit the promiſes. We are to run with patience 


\ the race ſet before us, becauſe of the difficulties 5 
which lie in the way. Patience is to have its 
fett work, as there is conſtant exerciſe for it, md . 
will be ſo long as the ſtate of trial continues. Be 


| patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord. 


De huſoandman waiteth for the precious fruit ' of 
the earth, and hath long patience for it. Be ye alſo 


| patient, fabliſh your hearts ; for the coming of the Lord 


: LL ku 


. 
— 


draweth nigh. How deep a ſenſe had the apoſtle 


Paul of the afflictions to which the righteous are 


ſubject, when he thus ardently prayed, The Lord 


__ aireft your hearts into the 1ove of God, and into the 2 | 
tient waiting for Chriſt. 2 Theſ. iii. 5. 


When we are bidden to tale to us the cable arb . 


of God, to be Prong in the Lord, and in the 900k : 
bis might ; to quit ourſelves like men, and be frong ; 
to be of good coutage, and God ſhall trengtben our 


heart; to be faithful unto death, and we ſhall receive 


the crown of life: we are addr cifed as perſons who 
have enemies to face, dangers to encounter, and 
hardſhips to bear. When we are exhorted, not _ 


to think it ſtrange concerning the fiery trial; but to 


endure hardneſs as good ſoldiers of TFeſus Chris, it is 


{till ſtrongly intimated, chat _ are ww Malene > 
of the NO 1 


a That 
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4ð. That the righteous have many afflictions ap- 
pears from the nature of their prayers and cries to 
God. Prayer is the afflicted man's refuge. And 


from what is recorded in the ſcriptures of the 
prayers of the righteous, we may conclude theß 
are an afflicted people. We have. one pſalm, 


nzmely the cii. which bears this title, I prayer of 


the affiifted, when be is overwhelmed, and poureth out 


his complaint before the Lord. Heman the Ezrabite, . © 


_ - cried day and night unto God and his petitions are 
left on record for our peruſal. Lord, why cafteft_ 
#bou off my ſoul ? Why hideſt thou thy face from me. 
Thy fierce wrath goeth over me, and thy terrors baue 
cut me off. Pſal. Ixxxviii. 4/aph fought the Lord 


in the Jay of his trouble. My fare ran, ſays he, s ; 
the night, and ceaſed not: my ſoul refuſed to be com 


forted. Thou holdeſt mine eyes waking ; I am fo trou-- 


bled that I cannot ſpeak. Will the Lord caſt off fr 
ever? Will he be favourable no more? Is bis mercy © 


clean gone for ever? With much more of the ſame 

ſtrain. Pſal. Ixxvii. The prayers of David are 

in many places evidently the language of one un- 
der great affliction, and oppreſſion of ſpirit.— 


| Look upon my afflittion and my pain, and forgive all 
my ſm. The ſorrows of death compaſſed me, and the 
' pains of hell gat hold upon me: I found trouble and © 


ſorrow. Then called I upon ibe name of the Lord; 
Lord, I beſeech thee, deliver my ſoul, With what 
humility and fervency of ſpirit did Hezetiab pray 


under his affliction ?. Like @ crane or a ſwallow ſo 


did I chatter : I did mourn as a dove : mines eyes fail 
with looking upwards; O Lord, I am oppreſſed ; un- 
| dertake for me, | 1 5 . 


5. That the righteous have many afflictions 


| appears from the ſympathy of their heavenly F a- : 
ther. Iſai. xlix, 14, 15. Zion ſaid, The Lord ' _ 
or no Tn TY 


1 
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bath forſaken me, and | my. Lord bath forgotten Mem 
Can a woman forget her ſucking child, that ſbe ſhould. 


nut have compaſſion on the ſon of ber womb ? V ea, 
" they may forgel, yet will I not forget thee. Behold T 


have graven thee on the palms of my hands; thy walls 


are continually before me. What a cordial is here 
for a deſponding heart! We are aſſured, that the 
Gd of boundleſs compaſſion, withdraweth not his 
eyes from the righteous, that he knows their days of 
adverſity and ſorrow : that in all their affliftion be 
is afflited, and the angel of bis preſence ſaves them. 


The tenderneſs of his pity bleeds in every ſylla- 
ble of the following paſſage, 1s Ephraim my dear 


on? Is be a pleaſant child? Far fince Iſpake again 


him, I do earneſtly remember him ſtill: therefore my 


' bowels are troubled for him; I will ſurely have mercy 
on him, faith the Lord. Jer. xxxi. 20. 


Our great High Prieſt, Jeſus the ſon of 8 


s touched with the feeling F our infirmities. He 
feeds his flock like. a ſhepherd, be gathers the lambs 


with his arm, and gently leads thoſe that are with 


- young. He leads the heavy laden, and carries in 
'  ” his boſom ſuch as are ms to walk. Is there 


any place in his heart more tender than the reſt? 


That is reſerved for his lambs. And as a father 
 Pitieth bis children, ſo the Lord pitieth them that fear 
bim; for be knoweth our frame, ”y remembereth that 


we are duft. 


ie, "F'hat ris ito have many afflictions i is 
1925 plain from the promiſes of God for their relief. 


e are aſſured that he knows, 1. e. approves the 
way of the righteous, that he will bleſs them, and 
encompaſs them with favour as a ſhield; that he up- 


Holdeth them in their weakneſs, and amidft the aſ- 
_ faults of their enemies; that he will never ſuffer 
£1 them to be moved Dn * foundation on which 


e 1 they 
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; 1 1 5. or from under his protection to which 
they fly; that whatever affliction attends them, 


they hall be glad in the Lord, as their portion and 


treaſure; that they ſhall fouriſb like the palm tree 
in grace and holineſs, and grow lite the cedar in 
Lebanon ;. that the rod of the wicked ſball not reſt on 
the lot of the righteous; that, whoever diſregards 
or contemns them, they ſhall be in everlaſting re- 
membrance with God; that whoever hates them, he _ 
loves them, and their inheritance ſhall be. for ever; 
that he layeth up ſound wiſdom for them; that he = 
| keepeth their paths, and that his ſecret is with them, 
that he will never ſuffer them to famiſh ; that in 
darkneſs and perplexity, their way fall be made 
plain; and, in ſhort, that it ſhall he well with them, 


amidſt all the calamities that may attend them. 
To what purpoſe are theſe promiſes, but to com- 


fort, ſupport and relieve them in their ſufferings ; 5 
and forrows? The remedy 1 thus amply proviged ea 


indicates the diſeaſe. 


Fear not, worm Facob, e be diſmayed, PIES. 
men of Tfrael.. Tai. xli. 14. What is ſo mean, ſo 
feeble, ſo defenceleſs as a worm ? It hath neither 
wings to fly from, nor weapons to repel its ad- 
verſary. It is liable to be cruſhed by every foot: 
And yet the worm Jacob is bidden not to fear; for 
the eternal God is his defence, his refuge; and _ 


underneath are the everlaſting arms. And how big 


with comfort are the following words? Ifai. liv. 
0 7810. For a ſmall moment have I forſaken thee, 
but with great mercies will I gather thee. In a little 8 
vrath I bid ny face from thee for a moment , but 
with everlaſting. kindneſs. will I have mercy on thee; „ 
ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer. The God of the 
righteous has promiſed, that he will be with then —< 
in trouble, that he 1 e them in par 1 95 
EY flo ing . 
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is due Aﬀiiflions of the Righteous. 
ſing through the water, and the fire of adverſity; 
and, in one word, that his grace ſhall be ſufficient for 
J. That the righteous have many afflictions 
appears from, daily experience and obſervation. 
. Are not our own lives replete with ſorrow, pain 
and diſquietude? Breaches are frequently made 
upon our comforts. The 6bje&s deareſt to our 
hearts upon earth, and in which we promiſed 
ourſelves moſt comfort, are. taken from us, like 
Jonab's gourd, when we ſeem moſt of all to need 
their aid. The tender parent, the affectionate 
huſband, or the faithſul friend expires, and the 
comfort of our life ſeems to deſcend with him 
into the tomb. Nature ſhudders at the idea, the 
fleſn complains, and faith itſelf is ſtaggered. 
Hoy many of the dear children of God are ex- 
erciſed with poverty, and involved in diſtreſſes 
on that account, which are only known to thoſe 
who feel them! How many are reduced to ſtraits 
through the injuſtice of men with whom they have 
had to do! What loſſes and diſappointments do 
„„ experience? ©... 
To whata long train of diſeaſes are our bodies 
ſubject! In how many forms do they attack us, 
and how long do they ſometimes continue! It 
may be often ſaid of the righteous as it was of 
| Lazarus; Lord, be whom thou loveſt is fick. We 
have heard of a daughter of Abrabam bowed down. 
with affliction for. eighteen ſucceſſive years. 
O God! when thou with rebukes doſt correft man 
For iniquity, thou make$ his beauty to conſume away, 
lite a moth. Surely every man is dani, 
No eircumſtances in life can exempt us from 
trouble. The rich and noble are ſubject to 
% ig bo eins, 
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1 aflictions, as well as the poor and mean. Their 
calamities wound them with a keener edge, in 
proportion to the degree of their advancement 

above their fellow-creatures. © _ 

No talents or employments can ſecure. us hom: 

Ex the ſtorms of adverſity. The laborious miniſter, ; 

the learned phyſician, the undaunted warrior, the 

able ſtateſman,” and the crowned head, are alike | 
ſubject to affliction. For all fleſh. is praſs, and all 

_ the tes thereaf is as the flower of the field. Tbe 


graſs withereth, and the flower Sorted falleth nog 
vs One event happeneth T0: ew 


Nor are afflictions univerſal only, bur thay: ec: 
likewiſe almoſt conſtant. To have a trial now FE 
and then, with long intervals of eaſe and poo 7 
= -perity,. were no hard lot; but to have deep calling 
unto deep, wave fu cceeding wave, troubles tread- 
ing each other by the heel, and new woes blend- 
ing with the old; or to have them come thronging 
in multitudes, is awful indeed. No wonder if 
a child of God is ſometimes heard to cry, A ac 
waves and thy billows are gone over me. 
But of all the trials the righteous meet with; : | 
none are to be compared, for ſharpneſs and ſeve- „ 
_ rity, with ſpiritual conflits : Such as we havre 
E _ juſt hinted at above. And theſe are peculiar to 
the righteous. Then the furnace is, as it were, 
within them, and God ſhuts up his loving kind- i” 
neſs from them, and writes bitter things againſs : 
them. They walk in darkneſs, and have no light. 
5 They are almoſt ready to conclude, that they fhall 
| nnuever ſee the goodneſs of the Lord in the land of the 
living ; that their way is bid from the Lord, and 
E 7 l their judgment paſſed from their God. They con- 
ö demn themſelves a thouſand times as hypocrites _ 5 
g 1 and n the whe" of God ſet Mm x 8 
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in array 8 them, and their deſponding lands - 
apply to themſelves the threatenings ET. 
againſt the enemies of gn MW? 5 
We proceed _. . 
III. To conſider led it comes to paſs, that = 
the righteous have ſo many afflictions, from 
| whence they ariſe, and the end r are deſigned | 
;to-anfrer.- = 
They are the ereus of hea; os objects 5 
| of divine complacency, the purchaſe of the Re- 
deemer's blood, the adopted ſons of God, and the 
heirs of his eternal kingdom. How comes it to 
Paſs, that we ſee them ſtruggling with ſo many 
difficulties, and oppreſſed with ſo many burdens 


here? Why is it, that they are ſo often afflicted, 


Tolſed with tempeſts and not comforted? Why are 
they funk in poverty, hidden in obſcurity, loaded 


with reproaches, diſtreſſed by perſecutions, blaſt- 


ed with ſickneſs, and harraffed by temptations ? * 
It becomes us not to pry into the arcana of the 
divine councils. The. ſecret things belong unto the 
Lord our God. He gives no account to mortals of 
any of theſe matters. His way is in the ſea, his paths 
in the deep waters, and his footſteps are not known. 
But the things that are revealed belong to us and to 
our children. He has, for our edification, re- 


_ vealed in his word, ſuch reaſons for the aflictions 


of the righteous, as may teach us to admire and 
_ adore the equity, the ſovereignty, the wiſdom 
and the goodneſs of his diſpenſations. In gene- 
ral we are taught, that afflifion cometh not out of 
I the duſt, neither doth trouble ſpring out of the ground; 
but man is born to trouble, What men call chance, 


fate and fortune, have nothing to do with the * 


klictions of the righteous. Whatever be the Bs 
Dc ſtruments, or whatever the means of our diſtreſs, 

| God's unſeen hand 1 18 yt: to be acknowledged! in 
| . a 
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. away. No creature, animate or inanimate, viſi- 


ble or inviſible, human or angelical, hath power 
to diſtreſs us, but by the permiſſion of the author 
ol nature, for whom, and by whom, and through _ 
-<vbom are all things. Thus much is implied in 
the pointed i inquiry of the prophet, ſhall there be 
evil, i. e. affliction in a city, and the Lord hath not 
done it? Amos iii. 6. And in the humble acknow- . 
ledgment of Fob; He performeth the thing that is 
appointed for me; and many a N are with _ 


En fob. iii GY. 
In accounting for the afflistions of the A 


ous, I would juſt ſay ;—they have many afflicti- 


ons, as they have many fins to be corrected for; 


many corruptions to be mortified ; and many 


graces to be exerciſed;; ſin gives them many 


wounds; Satan purſues them with many tempta- _ 
tions; friends diſtreſs them; relations afflict 
them; enemies hate and perſecute them ; but God: 


the « Aﬀfition ” the „Able 5 


n 5 


SD we : ſuffer. The Lord gave, and the Lord taterb : 
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loves them, and therefore CHAIN them for their 5 


good. 


1 hey Kave: many Gris: to be complied, vor... | 


The righteous themſelves in many things offend. 


A finiſhed character is not to be found below the 
ſkies. If we ſay, that we have no fin, we deceive © 
ourſelves, and the truth is not in us.“ The apoſtle 
ſpeaks in theſe words, not only of the ſins com- 
mitted by the faithful before their converſion ; _ 
but alſo of their after miſcarriages. The doctrine 


of ſinleſs perfection in the preſent life, has been, 


and ſtill is maintained by ſome. This was the 
hereſy of Novatian, whom Cyprian. encounters 
with ſo much vigor and ſucceſs. This was the 


favourite tenet of Pelagius, whom Jerom. ſomewhere 1 


calls, The preacher of perfection.)“ But the | 


8 1 cChhriſtian s 
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| chriſtian” s triumph over ſin is never compleat 
upon earth; he ſhall arrive at perfection only in 
that happy œconomy, where nothing that defileth 
Mall ever have admittance. There is not a juſt : 
man upòn eartb, that doth good and ſinneth not. Saints 
of the firſt order, whoſe lives are recorded in the 
bible, have been overtaken with faults which 
would make one tremble. Notwithſtanding the 
reality of their regeneration, notwithſtanding the 
indelible impreſſion which. the divine word had 
made on their hearts, they have in ſome part of 
their lives, given awful proofs of their firſt ori: 
. ginal. If theſe bright ſtars have ſuffered an 
I eclipſe, what ſhall we ſay of the ſmoaking flax? 
| —— If the cedars of Lebanon have been. ſhaken, what 


| | Mall we ſay of the hy/op upon the wall? Lord! what 
; | N 1s man: what are the beſt, the wiſeſt and holieſt 
14318 
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of men, when left to themſelves | Well might 
the pſalmiſt pray, Keep back thy ſervant from pre- 
5 ſumptuous ins; let them not bave dominion over me. 
Now it is our own perverſeneſs which God cor- 
rects. Pools becauſe of their ini uity are afflited. — 
Our iniquities procure the chaſtiſements we feel. 
If bis children ferſake my law, and walk not in my 
Judgments ; ; if they break my ſtatutes, and keep not 
"my commandments : then will I viſit their tranſgreffs on 
with the rod, and their iniquity with fripes. Pſal. 
; Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32. Their fin ſhall find: them out. 
Although the God of infinite mercy forgive them, 
yet he takes vengeance on their inventions. It is not 
without reaſon that the righteous have ſometimes 
- ſaid, My fleſh trembleth for fear of thee, and Tam 
Wes of thy judgments. And when under- afflic= 
tions, 1will bear the indignation of the Lord, becauſe 
4. have finned againſt him. Wherefore ſhould a en 
dan complain ?. 4 man for the 8 85 of bis fin ? 
God 
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family, by his ſin in the matter of Uriah the Hit. 
ite: Holy and righteous God! who is able to 
ſtand before thee when once thou art angry? Thou 


therefore have we many troubles, becauſe We 
have many fins to be corrected ſor. It is ſurely. _ 
meet to be ſaid unto God, I have borne chaſtiſement, I © 
will not offend any more. That which I ſee nat, teach 
thou me; if I have done iniquity, I will do no more. 
Nor have the righteous only many ſins t to. be 


- 


E od 's rebukes are to correct man far. ge., Pfal. 


XXXIX. II. 
It is awful to SIX 0 ſorrow and diſtreſs, 


1 calamities and afflictions, even the man _ | 
after God's own heart brought on himſelf and his 


k 
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haſt faid to thy own children under affliction, Haſt 5 


thou not procured this unto thyſelf, in that thou haſt 


: forſaken the Lord thy God, when he led thee by the 
day? Thine own wickedneſs ſhall correct thee, and 


thy back-flidings ſhall reprove thee : know therefore. 


.does it become us to acquieſce in thy righteous. 
dealings with us, and even to be thankful that we 


are chaſtened of the Lord that we may not be con- 
demned with the world! I know, O Lord, that thy. 
Judgments are rig bt, and that  faithfi a th 8 5 hoſt 


afftied me. 


and ſee, that it is an evil thing and bitter, that thou 
. - baſs: forſaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is 
not in thee, ſaith the Lord God of Hoſts, How. 


Hence let all i and complaints * 


gainſt God under afflictions be ſilenced. For 


corrected for, but, 


2. They have many i to be morti- 8 
fied. The vine: dreſſer cuts off the ſuperfluous. 


branches tor the advantage of the tree. This is 


7 
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| 24. a ve Ami, 1 the Righteous. | 


purſues tk end by means which his infinite wil. 5 
Gam deems moſt proper and effectual. PK 
He that formed the heart of man dene what 


is init. He knows the ſad contagion we have 


contracted by our apoſtacy from him. He knows 


what deccit, pride, carnality and love of this 


preſent evil world, we are the 85 of, and 
what courſe to take with us for the ubduing and 


hin of theſe deteſtable evils. Folly is bound 


in the heart of a child; but the rod of correction 


ſhall drive it far from bim. Though the children 


of God be renewed by divine grace, yet they 
have much folly ſtill remaining in them; and 


the rod of correction is the appointed remedy. for 


it, Lord, thou knoweſt all my fooliſhneſs, is the ac- | 
knowledgmient of the King of Iſrael. We have 


ſo much droſs and impurity within us, that it is 
neceſſary we ſhould be brought through the fire. 
I will bring the third part through the fire, and will © 


refine them as ſilver is refined, and try them as gold is 
tried. To conquer our ſtubbornneſs, bring down 


our pride, empty us of ſelf, and wean us from 


the world, the furnace of Wikio 1s e 


185 It is arp, but wholeſome diſcipline, 


. They have many graces to be exerciſed. 1 


wouldjuſt inſtancein faith; love, fear and patience. 
Faith muſt have its cxerdife.”: Afflictions are the 
trials of faith. It is tried with fire, and being 


much more precious than gold that periſbeth, ſhall be | 


found unto praiſe, and honour, and glory at the ap- 


Pearing of Jeſus Chriſt. Faith itſelf is of more value | 


than gold, and the trial of it is precious. Faith 


enriches the ſoul, and gives it a propriety in all 
the bleſſings and confolations of the goſpel. Its 


rn Is from heaven; its nature is ſpiritual and 
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| pure; its uſe. is great, and its duration cer . 


_ tain. 


Affliction tries « faith as to its lie ln 95 | 
ſors of tranquility, eaſe. and proſperity, the rea- 
lity of our faith may be ſuſpected. But when 
we are plunged into the depths of adverſity, and 
beaten upon with ſtorms and tempeſts, if the ſoul _ 
| adheres to God, and is ſtedfaſt in his truths and 
ways, faith is proved to be unfeigned. I had 
fainted, ſays the pſalmiſt, unleſs 1 had believed. 
To depend on God, and wait for his ſalvation; 
the more intenſely to cleave to him the more Re | 
ſmites, is faith indeec. a 15 
Lhis grace is alſo improved by ien It gains 
ſtrength, life and vigor; it is purified from 
droſſy mixtures, and made more ſpiritual.— 
They who learn the military art, are not taught 
by ſitting ſtill, and hearing rules; but by much 
exerciſe. So it is in the fight of faith. Afflictions 
ſerve to promote and increaſe our faith. 5 
Love muſt be tried. When we are in eaſcand $ 
155 roſperity, it is difficult to determine whether it 
is a love for the benefits, or a love for the Bene- , 
factor, that enkindles our devotion. It is in the _ 
midſt of tribulations that our love to God is put 
to the trial. The afflictions of the church are 
often repreſented to us by the ſacred writers in 
this light; that our love being thus tried, it may 


be known to all, what we are through grace ca- 


pable of doing or IRA for him, who BAS: | 
done ſo much for us. 

4 Sharp affliftions (ſays a pious writer) give 2 

chriſtian a trial of his love to God; whether it be 
ſingle, and for himſelf or not. For if it is, it 
will be the ſame when he ſtrikes as when he em- 
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weapon in his boſom. All this was done with a 
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| Io. The Aﬀftiftions of the Right,” 


grow the hotter, and be more taken off from the | 


world and ſet on him.“ 


Our fear of God muſt be wind, Whether we 


fear, reverence and obey him above all. Such 


was the trial of the father of the faithful, in che. 


fon. to fix their hopes on a created object, it was 


. doubtleſs this patriarch. {aac was the fon. of the 
5 Promiſe, in himſelf a ming e of grace, and a type 
of him in whom all the nations of the earth ſhould be 


blefſed. Vet God commands Abrabam to offer up 


his ſon. -Heſubmits. He leaves his houſe, con- 
ducts his beloved Jſaac to the appointed place, 


and prepares to ſlay him; he binds his ſon, taxes 
le and lifts his arm to plunge the killing 


reverential regard to the divine authority. When 


he had thus been tried, an angel from heaven is 
commiſſioned to gel in the name of the Lord, 
| Now I know that thou feareft God, ſeeing thou has 
not with-beld thy ſon, thy. only 2 from me. Gen. : 


Xxii. 1 33 N g 
Our patience muſt have 3 its exerciſe. And this 


is effected by a courſe of afflictions and trials. 


Fob for the exerciſe of patience, is depriyed of = 


ages. Tribulation worketh patience and patience. 
experience ; and. experience hope. In the midſt of his 


complicated afflictions, we hear that holy man 


exclaim, He knoweth the way that I take, a when _ 


Patience 


caſe of offering up his ſon. If ever any had rea- 


his poſſeſſions, his children are cut off by a ſud- 
den and direſul calamity, and himſelf ee | 
with a loathſome diſeaſe, from the ſoles of his 

feet, unto the crown of his head. Hereby he 
becomes a pattern of paSence to all ſucceeding . 


1 


The Mitts mY the. 


Patience ariſes from a perſuaſion of the wiſdom _ | 
and love of God, and the truth of his promiſes, _ 


Preſſing afflictions put it to particular exerciſe, 


and that exerciſe improves it. The trial of faith- 
_ worketh patience. Jam. i. 3. How ſhall it be 
known that a man is of a truly meek and patient 
mind, if he meets with nothing to put his pati- - 
ence to the teſt? But if he is tried, ſeverely tried, 
and is found meek, humble and reſigned, while 


the trial laſts ; then patience has its perfect work. 


Thus the graces of the Spirit, increaſe in vigor, 
= ſtrength and activity by triak Being plunged 
into the waters of adverſity, they riſe more beau- 


_ tiful ; being thrown into the furnace, they- loſe 


7 nothing of their' real value; but ſhine with | 
brighter luſtre. Every grace is given to be tried, 


none to be deſtroyed, or injured by the trial. 


4. Another ſource of the afflictions of the righ- 8 
teous, is the ſin that dwelleth” in ee "ne 


cleaves to them. 5 
Sin gives them many wounds. 


The apoſtle Paul deſcribes the hae of t the re- : | 
generate as a field of battle, in which, the differ- _ 
ent principles of fleſh and ſpirit maintain a con- 
tinual combat. The fleſh luſteth againſt the ſpirit,” © 
and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh: and theſe are con- 


trary the one to the other; ſo that ye cannot do 
98 things that ye would. 


I have before conſidered fin Nite nut of af p 
fiction I would now entreat my hearers to re- 
collect, that it is in itſelf a principal part of our 
5 burden. Were all the calamities a good man en- _ 
dures put in the ſcale, I am perſuaded the grief 


he has on account of ſin would far outweigh them 


all. The great apoſtle of the Gentiles, reviews 


| Au and with en and compoſure, the 


8 eee | 


ighteaus. 27 
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8 28 . The b Ame, of tbe Rightens. 


| a diſtreſſes he endured; bur when fie comes | 
to ſpeak of the {cw in the members, warring againſt 


the law of the mind, and bringing him into captivity 
40 the law of fin, he ſeems to be in an agony, and 


exclaims with a degree of vehemence which indi- 


cares the deep affliftion of his mind, O wretched 


man that I a] who ſhall deliver me from the body f 
ius death? Sin dwelt in him, and warred againſt 


him ; when he would do good, evil was preſent 


to diſturb, interrupt and oppoſe him; this he ac- 


counted wretchedneſs itſelf, and nothing could 
relieve him but the proſpect of deliverance. In 
the view of that his ſoul exulting cried, I thank > 


| God through Feſus Chrift our Lord! 


How afflictive to a righteous mani are the wats 
titudes of vain thoughts which break in upon 
him! He hates them, and yet he cannot get 


free from them. He is grieved on account of the 
irregularity of his paſſions, the inſtability of his 


warmeſt purpoſes, the hardneſs, deadneſs and 


ſtupidity he often feels within, when his ſoul 
would aſcend to God in the fervor of devotion. 


Et wounds him to the very heart that he ſhould be 
the ſubject of fuch conſtant and powerful propen- 


firies to that which is evil, at the ſame time that 


it is his governing deſire, aim and . to live 


devoted to God. 


5. Satan purſues and aſſaults them th many 
temptations. Although the gates of bell ſhall never 


prevail again the church of God; although the 


Captain of our ſalvation hath ſpoiled principalities and 
powers ; and although he came to deftroy him that 
bad the power of death, that is the Devil, yet he is 
permitted for a ſeaſon to go about, as 4 hg lions 


NOTE whom be may ers. 


8 . 5 


KI” i 


The Aﬀfitions m the Righteous „ 4 


The righteous have frequent and ſharp alli 
Hai Satan. He has an inveterate enmity againſt 
_ them, as bearing the image of Jeſus. They. are, 

8 , in this life, never free from his temptations. | Tre _ 
is emphatically ſtyled their adverſary. The pow- _ 
ers of darkneſs are ſuffered to dwell among us for PM 

the ſame reaſons that the Canzanites were left un- = 0, Oo vo 
deſtroyed in the land of J/a#l, to try us, tohum- | | 

ble us, to awaken our circumſpection, and to n 

i keep us ſenſible of our own weakneſs.  _ e 

The righteous have to wreſtle, not againſt 15 5 
and blood, but against principalities and ag „ end 3 
Piritual wickedneſſes i in high place. a 

Wreſtling is cloſe and trying work. The RE 0 
enemy deſires to have them, that he may fift them aon 


beat. He comes in upon them lie a flood, or. 
like a form againſt a wall. He ſometimes wounds 
them deeply with a dreadful ſhower of the ferp 
darts of blaſphemous and atheiſtical thoughts, 
which make them DOG iſebib, a terror to 
| themſelves. 5 i 
But, perhaps, his moſt miſchievous, aq molt 98 
ſucceſsful attacks are thoſe whereby he follcits | h 
them to the commiſſion of that which is evil. If 
he can prevail in this, he knows they will pierce 
_ themſelves through with many ſorr ws. This altferds 88 
him an opportunity to act as an accuſer: In which k 
character he ruſnes upon them with diabolical fury, 
raiſes horrid outcries againſt them, and cruel 
upbraids them with what they: have done. Ah! 1 
theſe are heavy afflictions; and the righteous 
have many of them; but the Lord ſhall deliver 
them out of them ali, w_ brut ing Satan under or. 
feet ſhortly. © ER 
6. Their friends, on many e gie 
— diſtreſs them. Tok bonds of friendſhip „„ 


. ; : „ 


8 5 we 9 . 8 
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chriſtian affection, by. which we are united to 
each other, are certainly very great bleſſings.— 
How deſolate and uncomfortable would our lives 
be without them. We are formed for ſociety, 
both as men and as chriſtians. True friendſhip 
3 is the balm and the ſolace. of life; it ſooths our 
ſpirits, ſoftens our cares, and redoubles our en- 
joyments. And yet, in the preſent ſtate of im- 
perfection and ſin, it is, on many accounts, at- 
tended with circumſtances extremely trying and 
afflictive. And thoſe whoſe ſocial affections are 
„ the moſt tender, ſincere and ſteady, ſuffer moſt 
in this way. We often expect too much from, 
and as often are diſappointed in, one another. 
If our friends are in diſtreſs of any kind, we 
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it . ſhare the calamity, we bear a part of the burden, 
| 1 al . ; we weep with thoſe that weep, and ſuffer by ſym- 
111. pathy. And if the bond of union be "OY cloſe, - 
ut 1 ay painful is the ſeparating ſtroke! I am diſ- 
a. -  treſſed for thee, my brother Jonathan: 4 v | as od 


: | halt thou been to me. 2 Sam. ii. 26. 
When ſuch friends part, tis the ſurvivor dies. 
But farther. It is no uncommon caſe for the 
hearts of our friends to be turned againſt us. So 


. — 9 
. —— — — 


ö | | - that they not only treat us with neglect, but even 
4 5 take part with thoſe that afflict our fouls; The 


apoſtle Paul had his trials of this kind from the 
| | _ churches of Galatia, and Gorinth, which occaſi- 
m_. oned his writing to them in much affiiftion and an- 
44,4108 LL guiſh of heart, "with many tears. When our deareſt 

friends deſert us, cenſure our conduct, and ſpeak 
_ - unkindly of us; and all this, perhaps, without 
any material cauſe but what exiſts in their own 
_ . Imagination, it is hard to bear. Their reproaches 
break the heart, and often make us cry, I was 
nut an mem that reproached ne; #hen 1 could . 
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| corfdutt of his own rebellious ſon. - Who can tell 


1 it; * it was thou, a man, mine. equal, my 


guide, and mine acquaintance. We took fiveet counſel 

44 and walked to the houſe of God in compamy. 
- Pfal. Iv. 12, 13, 14. All this is by divine per- 
miſſion, for the farther trial of the righteous; 
as is evident in the caſe of Jeb. The treatment 


he met with from his friends, was a conſiderable 


part of his affliction. Inſtead of adminiſtering re- 
lief, they cenſured and condemned him, pro- 


nounced bitter things againſt him, and cruelly 
upbraided him with the ſingularity of his ſuffer- 
ings. Call, now, ſaid they, if there be au that. 
coil anſaver thee, and to which of the ſaints wilt thou 


urn. This is one part of the ation of the 
righteous, : 


„Their rr relations frequently add: to 
| cheir affliction. The impiety and impenitency of 
a wife, a huſband, a brother or a ſiſter, will 
greatly affect the heart of the righteous. I have, 


lays the apoſtle Paul, great heavineſs, and continua 
ſorrot in my heart, — for my brethren, my kinſmen at. 


cording to the fleſh. - Rom. ix. 2, 3. he folly and 
perverſeneſs of an ungodly child has ſometimes 


embittered the life of a righteous. man, and- 
brought down his grey hairs wwith- ſorrow 10 the 
grave. If Lot's righteous ſoul was vexed from day to 
day with the unlato ul deeds of the Sodomites ; if Da- 
vid beheld tranſgreſſors in general with fo much 
grief, becauſe they kept not God's law ; how muſt it 
wound the ſaints to ſee their own off-ſpring mak- 


ing haſte to eternal ruin? O my. ſon Abſolom : ! my 


ſon! my ſon! Who can deſcribe the affliction 75 a 
pious mind under this trial! The perſecutions of 


Saul, the reproaches of Doeg, and the curſes +. 
Shines, would not wound David ſo much as the 


what 
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whit he "Mrs in, | Ks" dying moments, when 15 ut 
tered theſe words, e my nowe by not fo with 
God : ? 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. 

8. They have many enemies who. as 5 per- 
ſecute them. O cruel ſuperſtition ! O miſguided 
zeal, what have you done]! You have made ha- 
vock of the church, and dyed your hands in the 
blood of the righteous. Fou have purſued with 
reproaches, confiſcations, tortures, racks, flames 


and death, the very perſons of whom the world 


Was not worthy | They have had trial of cruel mock- 
ings, and ſcourgings, yea, moreover, of bands and im- 
priſonment by your mercileſs hands. They were 
Sroned, they were ſawn aſunder, were tempted, were 
ſlain with the fword : they wandered about in ſheep 


 fhins and goat-ſkins, being deſtitute, afflifted, 4 


mented. They have ſuffered the moſt cruel and 


barbarous treatment, and the moſt horrible kind 


of death, rather than deny Chriſt before men, or 


be aſhamed of the truths of his goſpel. There 
are many who hate the righteous. Ver. 21 of this 


pſalm. Marvel not, ſays the Saviour of ſinners, 
if the world hate you. Le know that it hated me be- 


fare it bated you. If ye were of the world, the world 


would love its own : but becauſe ye are not of the 


world, but Thave choſen you out of the world, there- 


fore the world bateth you. 
It 1s true, in theſe our days, the 3 have 


reſt. We know but little what perſecution means. 
Not that the world is grown better, or its averſion 


to holineſs abated ; but its power is reſtrained for 
a ſeaſon. And how ſoon the awful ſcourge ſhall - 
fall upon us; to awaken us from out ſupineneſs, 


to purge us from formality and lukewarmneſs, 


we know not. What have the righteous ſuffered 


under a : Nimrod, a Pharaoh, a en. a Mero, 
„ 
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one . To worſhip God according to the die- 


in the hearts of his ſaints but himſelf. 


He ſhall fit as a Fer and purifier of filver. An 


un{kilful beholder might think it ſtrange, to ſee 


= 


the refiner caſt his precious metal into the fire, 
and leave it there for a while. But it is by no 
means for want of regard to it. He would be. 
both to think of loſing any particle of it ther 
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He oy: means to refine i it; and fit it for his pur- 5 


„ 


oſe. In the ſame light ſhould we interpret the 


chaſtiſements of our heavenly. Father, They are 
the fruits of his love, and meant for our good. 
Ze bave forgotten the exhortation that ſpeaketh unte 
' you as unto children, My ſon, deſpiſe” not thou the | 


chaſtening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art re. 
buked of him. How forcible js the reaſon aſſigned 
to guard us againſt both theſe extremes? For 


20h the. Lord loveth be chafteneth, and ſcourgeth 
every fon whom he receiveth. Our many afflictions 
reſult from our Father”: 8 love, and are ſo many 


proofs of his intereſt in us. 1f ye endure chaſten- 


my, God dealeth with you as with ſons: for what ſon 
is he whom the father chaſteneth not? He chaſtens 


us for our profit, to make us partakers of his holineſs. 
Shall we not then be in /ubjeFion to the Father of 


ſpirits and live? The conſideration of theſe things 


induced Luther, that pious and venerable reform- 
er, to ſay, © Strike, Lord, and ſpare not; thou 


| haſt a greater intereſt in me, than I have in my- 
. ſelf: Iam ready to receive any Impreſſion thou 


ſhalt ſtamp upon me.. 


Afflictions are among the all things which AE 


| together for good to thoſe who love God, and are called 


according to his purpoſe. It is true, no chaſtening for 
the preſent is joyous, but grievous ; nevertheleſs, after- 


ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit o eee „ 


908 who are exerciſed thereby. 
To a man of a worldly ſpirit, the proſj ect of . 


gain ſoftens the hard taſk of labour and fatigue; 
and the profit attending ſanctified afflictions ſhould 
induce the chriſtian to ſubmit to them with pati- 
ence, reſignation, and even joy and gratitude. 


Brethren count it all joy when ye fall into divers temp- 
tations. From whatever quarter our afflictions 
WES „„ fie, 


1 


4 


- Our: heavenly Father never uſes his chaſtening 
rod but when he ſees it abſolutely needful. It is 


if needs be, that ye are in heavineſs through manifold 
5 . They are not to hinder, but further 


us in the way to the heavenly land. 

Perhaps our hearts were ſtupid and ſecure; 
- fome ſharp trial is ſent to rouſe and quicken us. 
Our devotions were formal and lifeleſs ; the rod 


awakens us to more fervor. The worid nad got 
too much hold of our affections; affliction MO | 


us the vanity and emptineſs of it. Our reliſh for 
the divine word was abated ; affliction ſharpens 
our appetite, and makes us open our mouth and 
pant, as longing for God's commandments. . Our 


love to Jeſus was waxing cold ; affliction endears | 


a precious Saviour to the heart. Behold, then, 
happy i is the man whom God. correfeth : Theref ore 
deſpiſe not thou the chaſtening of the Almighty. 
_ Humbling providences will moſt -affuredly be ' 
| ſweetened in the iſſue, and we ſhall ſee them to 


have been productive of the greateſt good to us. 


The fruit, perhaps, is not gathered preſentiy. 
Time will diſcover it; or at fartheſt, eternity 
will unfold it. V bat thou knowelt not ys thou 


alt know bereafter. 
We come now, 


* 3 


1 IV. To take ſome notice FE the certainty of the 
righteous man's deliverance. The Lord deliveretb 
1 out of them all. There remaineth a reſt for tbe 
people of Cod. 7. bis is the day of Jacob s NP 3 Th 


but be ſhall be delivered out of it. 


"Deliverance is purpoſed ; deliverance i is | 9" = 
- cured; deliverance is pro 5 it is alr . 


E and ſhall be completed. 


Th 3 ſs | 1. De- 7 


be Aﬀictions of the W : 3 8. 


atiſe, FO are uſeful to us, and neceſſary for us. 
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= x.. Deliverance is purpoſed. It is the eternal, 

os de Rh TE A. 2 8 eb b : Sa ; 
"he gracious, the unalterable purpoſe of our God 
to deliver the righteous from. fin and all its fad 
FCC . 
conſequences, and to ſave them in Chriſt with an 
- everlaſting ſalogtion, Your.complete holineſs, and 

Jour final hays 


your final happineſs, O ye righteous, were the 
Objects in the councils of Jehovah before you had | 
.any exiſtence,. Both the means and the end were 
Feed upon. Le are galled, and conformed 10 the 
wage of aus ye are juitified, and ſhall be glei. 
"Fed, atcording 10 the apts, him ho worketh all 
. things after the council of bis own will. Rom. viii, 
28, 29, 30. On this, and not on any thing in 
7 you, your deliverance depends ; and herdldte it 


. 


be Omen. Tt. 
2. It is procured. If we are reconciled to 8 


| [and brought home by the Redeemer's death, e 
more being recongiled, we ſhall a fy ſaved by bis 
Hife. Our compleat deliyerance from all evil, 
Was the great errand,on which he came into this 
Verid, He ther hath” underlen the #otk of 
Hur deliverance is able to compleat it. And on 
this he is ſteadily reſolved: The ranſomed of the. 
Tord ſpall return, and come to Zion with ſongs, and 
everlaſting joy upon their heads : They ſhall obtain joy | 
and gladueſs, and ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away. 
Iſai. xxxv. 10, Who ſhall forbid their releaſe, 
or who ſhall hold them under the cords of .af- 
fiction ? Jeſus by his death procured, and by his 
' goſpel proclaims deliverance" to the captives. 
e ſhall lay any thing to the charge of God's cla 
t is God that juſtifieth, who is be that condemneth ? 
I. is Chrift that died. In the proſpect of our de- 
liverance therefore, we thank God, through Jaſus 
"FO WP ZOPE i OC art 
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. Deliverance is promiſed, We have above 


"Nee ſame of the promiſes which God has 
—_ to the righteous, reſpecting their ſupport 
under affliction; many more might be named as 


referring to their deliverance out of it. They 


deſire, expect and wait for deliverance; and tbe 25 


 defire of the righteous jball be granted. The righteous 


is delivered out of trouble. N from ſin, and 75 | 
_ temptation, victory over death, and eternal life 


beyond the grave, are abſolutely pramiſed to the 
righteous And the Lord' will perform what he: 


"hath ſpoken, All his'promiſes are ea and amen in : | 
Chriſt Jeſus, io the glory of God by us. 


When Jacob was in great danger from his be- 
cher. and the four hundred men who were Joſt 
on him, he relied upon, and pleaded the di- 
vine promiſe for deliverance. Thou faidft, I will 


Jurely do thee good.. Gen. xxxii.. 12. The 8 


was enough for his ſupport. On that he reſted, 
and his fal 


cannot he, hath promiſed deliverance. And the 


_ promiſe ſhall be made 481 "The viſion is for an 
end it ſhall ſpeak and not 
Le. Though it tarry, wait for it; for it will furely - 


rom, Time, and at 't 


come to pals. - Call upon me in the day of thy trouble, 
I will deliver thee, . thou Hal, glorify Me 
Pil. 1. 155 
ee esd, beg 
gun the good work, wi | REN it until the day of 
Jes Chriſt. The word uſed in our text is in the 


preſent tenſe, The Lord: gelivereth him out 'of 


them all. Implying that the work is going on. 
Much of it des already been experienced. He 
| bath delivered ny ſoul from death, mine eyes from 


th took hold on the God that fade it. 
The Almighty, the true, the faithful God, Who 


9 . that bath . He 


te 22 Fils Rights, „ 


/ * 


; tears, and my free. om . The Lordgoill per- So 
202 2 


Sn 
1 


* Tk Sen, oft the 22 | 


elt that which concerneth me.. For the patb of the 
Juſt 7s like a  ſhinin g light, which ſeineth ptr and mare 
uno the perfect dax. 
. The deliverance of the. righteous ſhall be 
7 completed... He is encouraged, on the ſureſt 
grounds, to hope and wait for this; and the hope 
he has of it, is 4, bleſſed hope, and ſhall not make 
 aſbamed.. As ſuch, he is Jookin g for, and hafting.to 
© the coming of that day of God, TR ſhall finiſh his 
warfare, crown his moſt enlarged expectations, 
and eternally ſatisfy his deſires. Through the ſpi- 
Tit, be waits for the hope of righteouſneſs by faith. 
And his confidence hath great recompence of reward. 
_ Lift up your heads, O ye righteous, your redemption. 
. dratweth nigh. 'The happy. period of your com- 
pPleat deliverance haſtens. On all the wings of 
time it flies, when you ſhall exchange your 
mourning for j Joy, and . conflict for victory 
and triumph. 
- a righteous man dies as. well as ; others.— 
Death, though in himſelf an enemy, <0 
this friend; and ſigns 'his releaſe from affliction 
and ſorrow. His final ſcene is often brightened 
by the preſence of his heavenly Friend, and the 
buapppy foretaſtes of celeſtial bliſs. We cannot 
better expreſs the ſentiments of a dying ſaint, than 
in the language of thoſe who have already made 
0 happy experiment, and have obtained their 
+ glorious deliverance. 
O:God, I have waited for thy n 1 
_ thou ſpouldeſt ſlay me, I will trust in thee. ben 
Walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will; 
fear no evil, for thou art with me; thy rod, and 
thy Kaff, they comfort me. I know whom. J have. _- - 
Heved, and am perſuaded that be is able to keep that 
obich T 1 committed to him oxen that d 1 
have 
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45 have fought the good fight, Thave nies my ok V 

© BW Have kept the "faith? henceforth there is laid up fur 
ve, 4 crown of righteouſneſs. 0 death, where is U J 

n=: King? O grave, where is thy victory? Thanks be to _ 1 

t God who "rn us the W Hhrough our Lord Je BE cos _ 

e Oris, 

e Here 1 ank nds hs welcht "of "hy 1 fun . 

W O God! how great is thy goodneſs wo how d, . 

=; laid up for them that fear thee ! The poſſeſſion of Re 

x all Sal felicity, when: compared with What 

1 is laid up for tlie righteous, in the life to come, 


18 ſcarcely as a drop. HEN water to the unbounded . 
„ oc f ee 1 | 


n Behold the ebe u now e PW" 3 into the: 5 or 
6k paradiſe of God, ſurrounded, filled and fatisfied -  « 
_- with the pleaſures which eternally flow at bis right © ES 
1 band. Tbey came out of great tribulation, and have 

y WM wohhed Dbeir robes, and made them white in the blood = 
„/ the Lamb. Therefore are they before the throne of _ 

om God, and ſerve bim day and night in his temple; and 

78 be that fitteth on the throne Jhall dell among tbem. 

* They. ſhall hunger no more, neither thirff any more: 

d neither ſhall the Jun light on them, nor any blat ; fe. 

oY the, Lamb which is in the mid of the tbroue all „ 8 
a © them, and fhatl lead them to living fountains of w. 
n lers: and God ſball wipe away - all tears from their | 
le eyes. The e are now hid in obſcurity, 

Ar coyered with imperfection, loaded with reproach-— - Y 
. es, and often Walking in darkneſs, and having 1 
go no light; but in that happy world, the former, 
of | things ſhall be done away. Then ſhall the righte- Ms {ol 
ul: ous Hine like the ſun in the kingdom of their Hater. 
"a | Gd ſhall be their everlaſting light, and the days N „„ 
be- -their mourning ſhall be ended. Y 

at But whatever. deliverance there is fo# the rich- 5 

4 teous, there is none for the wicked and 1 * 
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4 The « Ae 1 an Righteous, 


tent. D flames, demons and a ming | 
lake are prepared to receive you, O ye that neg- 
le the great ſalvation! How, 0 how Hall ye 0 8 


the 3 of hell ?. In vain will you cry, 


mountains, fall on us! and ye bills, cover us ! "They 5 
5 can afford you no ſhelter from the horrible tem- 


'The end of your ungodly courſes is death. 


1 The Lord Jeſus ſhall. deſcend from heaven with his 


mighty angels, to take vengeance on. you that know 
not God,' and that obey not the goſpel. of our Lord 
Jeſus Cbriſt. Turn ye, turn ye, why will ye die? 


| de perſuaded to lay theſe truths to heart: And 


may almighty grace enable you-to flee fromthe. 


_*orath to come | Remember, God willeth not 'the 
death of ſinners; conſidered as his creatures; but 


the wicked ſhall be turned into hell, with all the na- 
tions that forget Ged. Without repentance, de- 


| ſtruction will be your doom. But let the wicked - 


forſake his way, and the unrighteous man bis thoughts; 


let him return to the Lord, and he will have mercy 
on bim, and 445 aur W fer he will ae | 
1 pardon. „ "= 
Let this N of mornlit nina. us of our. | 
latter end. Shall we be ſpeCtators of the laſt 
agonies of dying. men, cloſe their eyelids, lay 
them in their 3 and attend their funeral 


diſcourſes, as 1 


- 


they were of another ſpecies, dif- 


| ferent from ourſelves, and as if we had ſome 3 
rogative above them? Shall we occupy their 


houſes, aſpire to their employments, and divide 
their poſſeſſions, without ever ſeriouſly conſider- 
ing, that there is but a ſtep between us and death ? 


Our hi ife is a vapour, aur days a fbadew. and the | 
graves are ready for us. Death will come cer- 
| tainly, and it may come ſuddenly; as in the caſe - 
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ity this s which are. 72 go por of 8 
thoſe 10 725 are not ſeen 474. eternal. Les. 65% work Fo 


croyn of glary reſerved. 
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concile'us to WON our chriſtian! friends. 


ſons w worthy of our fincereſt affection and ęſteem. 


Lee the hitrerneſs of the tears Which we thed for 
: the. lols e or corredted..by: the review of 


from ſorrow, toil and pain. 


INT ſaints, When he layss: 


ep, ihat ye ſort aw nat, auen us 
For, if ung believe bat 
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N Jelus 7 # 5 el, even. ſo them alle be ES: 
6 efus, will e e hin e eee, 


ay the widow, . the dear = 3 And * 
other relatives of our ae 


＋ other 5 D be ſup⸗ 11 | 
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Is With which we are: 
ian l in praſ- 5 


en ee 


reſignation, the ſep ara: 


n of: the bleſſed apoſtle, t0- al Libre A | TY 
be ignorant; brethren, center x- 15 5 5 55 


Sh a . 5. 2223 of U 0 1 Ee, 


it very: KEE and. alarming. He was. cut 5 
off, not when worn out with age; and toil; but 
in the midſt of his days, and prime of his life,” | 
Pour late Paſtor, Mr George Townſend, Was 
5 bam i in Wadſworth, in the pariſh of Halifax. . 
is almoſt twenty years ſince I firſt knew him. It 
pPlwVuaſed Ged to give him an early acquaintance 
with the things of his. kingdom, and to diſpoſe _ 
his mind to remember bis Creatar in the days of bis 
| youth. + Being made willing to take upon him 
the yoke of Chriſt, and be found in the obſerv- 
ance of the ordinances and commandments of the 
Lord, he gave up himſelf to the church under 
my care, and walked with us in the fellowſhip of 
the gotpel.. When he had ſtood in this connec- © 
tion a few years, it appeared ro his friends, that 
God had beſtowed upon him ſuch abilities as 
might,” through. his bleſſing, render him pay” ny 
lickly uſeful. He accordingly devoted 8 
time to a courſe of preparatory ſtudy, in which 
his progreſs exceeded the expectations of thoſe _ 
who were intimate with him. Being called forth 
to the exerciſe of his abilities, his labours were 
rendered acceptable, and uſeful. About eight 
ars ago, he was invited by you who compoſe. 
5 le church of God in this place, to preach the 
word to you. Having had trial of his gifts, you 
gave him a call to the paſtoral office, which he 
accepted; and in this relation you have ſtood to 
each other, till death made the ſeparation. This 
75 Noyepiber” 115 1783. In the Sch JT of 
is age. | 
orb bim who has had the 4 over you, „ 
abo bas ſpoken to you tbe word of the Lord, wwboſe 
faith follow, conſidering the end of his 5 
;" * * . e * 2 and for 
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ever. And while. you : are - lamenting. you =. 
let it ene you to reflect on his happyrrele, - - 
from this ſtate-of warfare: Head His Hie 
| but the Lord has delivered bim out. of Uh, Hi * 
| laft ſickneſs was ſhort, and his death ſudden, ani 2 
unexpected by his friends. Yet I am told, a het 
had in his'own mind apprehenſions of his ap- 
proaching diſſolution, and intimated. to the 
who converſed with him on the ſubject, that oy. - "0 
mind was compoſed in the view of it, and it Ws 
his defire to depart, and be with Chriſt. He was 7 58 — 
man of extenſive reading, and was well eee 55 Fe ws 
Vith the myſteries of the: golpel. TT TS = wp. 
$ What his abilities were for the” work of the by EE 
5 miniſtry, I need not ſay; nor do T need to men- e 
N tion the deep dejection of his mind, when he a 5 5 "I 
I prebended that his labours were not ſo ſucceſs 7 e 
5 as he deſired they might be. His temper was fo © © 
mild, chat I ſcarcely remember to have ever ſeen © 
NY him an angry. But having already protracted how | | 
diſcourſe to an undue length, I forbear to VVS 
large, and commend Jau. HEAT. brethren,” to . 2 5 9 
God, and the word of his hisgrace. 1 E , 
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